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no amount of abuse can drive me or induce-
ments lure me into a party that is hostile to the
principles which my party promulgates. I will
organize with any man to fight the money power
who will agree with me on the principles I advo-
cate, without regard to the party to which he
has formerly belonged.''

At this point Congressman Sparks asked
Weaver to yield to him a moment and explained
that his previous statement had not been in-
tended in any way to reflect upon his conduct
during the recent campaign, but had referred
to his membership in the Republican party in
1868 to 1873 when the objectionable legislation
was passed. General Weaver accepted the ex-
planation, but refused to yield more time. He
said that because of confusion in the House he
had misunderstood the gentleman from Illinois
and had replied in the way he did. '' The gentle-
man replied very offensively that that was a
falsehood. Now, having been compelled once
to apologize .... the gentleman should be
very careful about using language of that kind.
I did not take it as a personal insult; I did not
take it as applying to me. If the gentleman
ever does apply such language to me, and does
it within the reach of my arm, I certainly shall
personally chastise him." Here Sparks again
interrupted to say that ''the gentleman talks
about what he will do within the reach of his